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Superintendent NewsSuperintendent NewsSuperintendent NewsSuperintendent News    From Mr. KrausFrom Mr. KrausFrom Mr. KrausFrom Mr. Kraus 

In past newsletters, I have made an attempt to provide patrons and community 
members with an overview of issues that will be important to our district this 
coming year.  First and foremost, we are now officially in our new accreditation 
cycle.  As a reminder, the new system known as Kansas Educational Systems 
Accreditation (KESA) is a five year cycle that focuses more on the educational 
process.  Each year of the cycle has specific tasks the educational system must 
perform to help ensure the best processes are in place. 
During this first year of the cycle, there are three important tasks that must be 
accomplished: (1) conduct a needs assessment, (2) utilize the results of the needs 
assessment to establish goals for improvement, and (3) establish an active Site 
Council.  By listing the required tasks in this manner, it may not seem like much 
to accomplish, but in actuality it will be somewhat challenging.   
The needs assessment will be a critical piece in our school improvement efforts.  
Virtually everything we do moving forward will be based on the results.  In basic 
terms, conducting a valid needs assessment will require the identification and 
utilization of accurate and available data to pinpoint the strengths and 
weaknesses of our system.  Through this process, it is possible we discover there 
are data sources that need to be utilized that are not available; meaning we will 
need to develop a plan and procedures to gather and analyze that information.  
As you can see, an effective and valid needs assessment will be a time consuming 
process.   
Establishing goals for improvement follows, and is based on the results of the 
needs assessment.  Identifying goal areas will be a relatively simple task, 
however establishing specific goals may not be quite as simple.  Specific goals 
must relate to factors that are under the control of the educational system and 
they must be measurable and sustainable.  Conducting a needs assessment and 
identifying our goals will be formidable tasks.  We are fortunate to have had the 
opportunity to begin some of the background work last spring.  We are also 
fortunate to have highly qualified and professional faculty members willing to 
work across district lines in a spirit of cooperation for the purpose of providing 
quality education for all students. 



Another important task we must accomplish this year is to establish an active 
Site Council.  That has been, and continues to be a very real concern in small 
communities and school districts.  Far too often we must rely on the same 
patrons or community members to volunteer to help fulfill our needs.  Those 
individuals take on so much because they recognize the importance of those 
roles in the success of our schools.  Part of our effort to establish a Site Council 
has been to identify individuals to recruit as members.  We plan to begin 
contacting those individuals in the very near future.  If you feel that serving on 
the Site Council is something you have an interest in doing and are not 
contacted, please contact us.  The Site Council will provide important insights 
and a variety of perspectives are needed to be most effective.  Input from 
parents, patrons and the community are always welcome.  It is the only way we 
can know how we are doing from the perspective of the communities we serve. 

 
PrincipalPrincipalPrincipalPrincipal    NewsNewsNewsNews    From Mr. VincentFrom Mr. VincentFrom Mr. VincentFrom Mr. Vincent    

October is here and that brings cooler weather and beautiful fall colors.  The first 
5 weeks of school have gone by very rapidly.  If you were unable to attend 
conferences with your student’s teacher on September 26th, please do not 
hesitate to make an appointment to stop by.  PowerSchool is also a tremendous 
tool to keep track of things that are going on in the classroom. 
 Last week, information was presented on our Facebook page about the 
“Securly Parent Portal.”  Currently this is being rolled out for the 5th-8th grade 
students at USD #291.  The Parental Portal gives parents a birds eye view of 
their student’s activities on their school issued iPad.  Things like sites browsed, 
social media used, things searched for and suspicious or alarming activity being 
flagged are part of what it can do.  Securly's Parent Portal increases parental 
involvement by 



providing information that can be used to frame conversations about what they 
are learning in school, as well as digital citizenship.  This is a free service, you 
only need to sign up!  Check out our Facebook page or call the office to find out 
more.   
 Our students at all levels are doing some really neat things!  The artwork 
up and down the hallway in the grade school is a great sign of all that is being 
accomplished as the students learn and express themselves through their art and 
other projects.  It is fun to walk through the classrooms from Pre-School to 8th 
grade and see the teaching and learning taking place.  It’s a great time to be a 
Thunderhawk! 

  
 

    
Grade School Halloween Grade School Halloween Grade School Halloween Grade School Halloween Parades Parades Parades Parades 

and and and and PartiesPartiesPartiesParties    
On October 31st  the Grade School 
will have their Halloween Parades 
and Parties. We ask that all students 
bring their costume to wear 
downtown to go trick or treating in. 
Please Please Please Please do notdo notdo notdo not    send any face paint or send any face paint or send any face paint or send any face paint or 
weapons to school although it might weapons to school although it might weapons to school although it might weapons to school although it might 
be part of the costumebe part of the costumebe part of the costumebe part of the costume it will be less 
of a fight with the other students.  
Preschool will go trick or treating 
around the Grade School that 
morning and have their Halloween 
party before they go home. 
Kindergarten - 4th grade will go trick 

or treating downtown and to the 
Middle School starting at 2:00 with 
classroom parties to follow at 3:15. 

 

 
Back Row: Ryan Heier, Trey Vincent, 

Dayton Dilka, Tyrell Chapin, Isaac Mendez, 
and Ty Losey. Middle Row: Kaleb Dohm, 
Treven Humphries, Nathan Vollbracht, Jett 
Vincent, and Dakota Dossey.  Front Row: 
Deagon Herl, Crystal Chavez, and Maddox 

Cushwa. 

 



 

 
Back Row: Coach Martin, Jordyn Beckman, 
Karoline Schroeder, Madison Zerr, Marsha 

McDonald, Coach Kraus and Sarah 
Gonzales.  Middle Row: Halle Habiger, Kerri 
Heier, Mary McDonald, Jillian Galentine, 
and Aubrey Losey.  Front Row: Zoe White, 
Tranquility Chavez, Tyra Schultz, Isabella 
Ostmeyer, Livia Schultz, Jaidlyn Robinson, 

and Anna Godek.  
 

Regular Board MeetingRegular Board MeetingRegular Board MeetingRegular Board Meeting    
September 18, 2017September 18, 2017September 18, 2017September 18, 2017        

    
The Board of Education for USD 
#291 Grinnell Public Schools met on 
Monday, September 18, 2017.         
Attending:  Board members Jody 
Beckman, Brian Beckman, Julie 
Dickman, Robert Fellhoelter, Joyce 
Baalman, and Alan Suter; 
Superintendent Gary Kraus; Assistant 
Principal Jesse Vincent; Clerk Lauren 
Ruggles; Staff members Mary Jane 
Goetz and Les Barnhart; Auditor 
Kalyn Ritter; Patron Kris Vollbracht. 
 
Meeting called to order by President, 
Jody Beckman at 7:30 p.m. The board 
approved the agenda with the 
following addition: Transportation.   

 
Kalyn Ritter, auditor Adams, Brown, 
Beran & Ball, gave the 2016-17 audit 
report.  The Board approved the 
audit report.  
 
Les Barnhart reported for the 
technology committee.  Technology 
meetings are starting next month. 
There’s approximately 9 IPads left, 
the board wants to advertise them 
on Facebook.   
    
Mr. Vincent reported on school 
activities.  The Gove County Classic 
Volleyball Tournament went well. 
Open Spaces was there to stream 
both gyms; a lot of people 
appreciated being able to watch the 
games. Mr. Vincent thanked Brian 
Beckman for donating the TV. 
Businesses can contact Mr. Vincent 
for ads to be displayed on the TV. 
Mr. Vincent touched base on the new 
updates around the school; new 
locks on the doors and the 
hydroponic system that the 
greenhouse put up in the hallway.     
 
Joyce Baalman reported their 
meeting will be held on September 
21st. 
 
The numbers at NWKTC are looking 
great. 339 full time students and 550 
students attend the college, 
including online. The placement rate 
for students is 90%, a high rate for 
such great programs.  



 
Mr. Kraus reported on the 
Superintendent’s report. He 
presented new software called 
Career Cruising that both districts 
recently purchased. He did a survey 
with Julie Dickman to show what 
career would best suit her. It is a 
website to help students get a clear 
view on the career path they are 
striving for. It will be more beneficial 
for the high school at this time, but 
with the middle school students it 
will get their minds thinking about 
college before reaching the high 
school level. The website tells you 
about different colleges, courses you 
would need to take, how much 
schooling it will take, etc. 
 
The board approved the regular 
minutes held August 21, 2017 and 
August 28, 2017. The board 
approved checks for September. 
  
Between both districts, they are 
going to wait on the executive 
committee to meet at a later date to 
go over a form for a superintendent’s 
evaluation. 
 
The board approved the lunch 
collection policy.   
A charge account for students paying 
full or reduced price meals will be 
established with the district.  
Lunches need to be paid for in 
advance.   Students whose lunches 
are not paid after five days into a 

new lunch ticket will need to bring a 
sack lunch.  The student will receive 
a notification form that lunch money 
is due.  If money is not received a 
letter or certified letter will be 
mailed to the parent/guardian.  
Parent/guardian may set up an alert 
notification on PowerSchool to keep 
them informed of their child’s 
balance.  If payment of the negative 
balance is not received in 10 school 
days, the debt will be turned over to 
the principal or superintendent.   
Lunches not paid after 15 days will 
be considered bad debt.   
    
 
The board approved to pay for flu 
shots for the staff.   
     
The board approved a bid from 
Aaron Taylor to do concrete and dirt 
work around the school home to 
help keep water out of the 
basement.  Hot Wire Electric has 
completed the outlets, light fixtures, 
and handrail in the school home. 
Aaron Taylor is starting to reshingle 
the roof.  
 
The board approved to move the 
meeting time to 7pm on October 
16th to look at the school home.  
 
Transportation: The board went over 
the mileage on the buses and school 
vehicles to see about updating. Mr. 
Kraus will be writing up bid 



specifications on a route bus for the 
next meeting.    
    
The board reviewed out of district 
transportation request from Laura 
Gonzalez’s family to attend USD 274.  
    
The board approved shared contracts 
with Ronna Schultz, Reba White, and 
Eldon Martell with USD 292.  
 
The board approved a shared 
contract with Les Barnhart with USD 
292.  
 
The board approved Tiffany Dilka’s 
contract for Special Ed for one day a 
week.  
 
Meeting adjourned at 9:24 p.m. 
 

 
 

Kansas School Safety HotlineKansas School Safety HotlineKansas School Safety HotlineKansas School Safety Hotline    
The Kansas School Safety Hotline (1-
877-626-8203) is a toll free number 

used since August 1, 1999 and 
available 24 hours per day, 365 days 
per year to give students, parents, 

and community members the 

opportunity to report any impending 
school violence. As you are aware, 
students usually have knowledge of 
potential school violence before it 
occurs. This hotline would give 
students the opportunity to 

anonymously report any potential 
violence.    

Let’s keep Kansas kids safe! 
 
 

Gove Co. Health Department Gove Co. Health Department Gove Co. Health Department Gove Co. Health Department 
will be providing flu will be providing flu will be providing flu will be providing flu 

vaccvaccvaccvaccinations on inations on inations on inations on Tuesday, Oct. 17Tuesday, Oct. 17Tuesday, Oct. 17Tuesday, Oct. 17    
aaaatttt    the Grinnell the Grinnell the Grinnell the Grinnell MiddleMiddleMiddleMiddle    School School School School 
from 2:00 to 3:45from 2:00 to 3:45from 2:00 to 3:45from 2:00 to 3:45....        Consent Consent Consent Consent 
forms will be sent home with forms will be sent home with forms will be sent home with forms will be sent home with 

your child.your child.your child.your child.    

 
 

Grandparents BreakfGrandparents BreakfGrandparents BreakfGrandparents Breakfaaaastststst    

 



 

 

 

  

 

 



    
Have you started your holiday Have you started your holiday Have you started your holiday Have you started your holiday 
shoppishoppishoppishopping yet? Why not help out ng yet? Why not help out ng yet? Why not help out ng yet? Why not help out 
your school while buying those your school while buying those your school while buying those your school while buying those 
gifts! It won’t cost gifts! It won’t cost gifts! It won’t cost gifts! It won’t cost you anything you anything you anything you anything 

extra, just go to extra, just go to extra, just go to extra, just go to 
www.SchoolMwww.SchoolMwww.SchoolMwww.SchoolMall.com, select all.com, select all.com, select all.com, select 

Grinnell Grade School and shop Grinnell Grade School and shop Grinnell Grade School and shop Grinnell Grade School and shop 
at any retailer on the list.  A at any retailer on the list.  A at any retailer on the list.  A at any retailer on the list.  A 
percentage of whatever you percentage of whatever you percentage of whatever you percentage of whatever you 
spend will come back to the spend will come back to the spend will come back to the spend will come back to the 

schschschschool!!ool!!ool!!ool!!    

 

Remember us on Cyber Remember us on Cyber Remember us on Cyber Remember us on Cyber 
Monday!!!!!Monday!!!!!Monday!!!!!Monday!!!!!    

Also for SchoolMall students will be 
bringing home some address books, 
if parents could help fill them out the 
school will get money for every 
completed book returned. Your help 
is very much appreciated!  

Parents: Parents: Parents: Parents: Lunches may be purchased 
through the lunch program, or lunch 
may  be brought from home. (please 

see sack lunch policy in the 
handbook) Lunches need to be paid Lunches need to be paid Lunches need to be paid Lunches need to be paid 
for in advance.for in advance.for in advance.for in advance.        Students whose Students whose Students whose Students whose 

lunches that are not paid after five lunches that are not paid after five lunches that are not paid after five lunches that are not paid after five 
days into a new lunch ticketdays into a new lunch ticketdays into a new lunch ticketdays into a new lunch ticket    will will will will 

need to bring a sack lunch. need to bring a sack lunch. need to bring a sack lunch. need to bring a sack lunch.     

 
 

 

Daycare at GGSDaycare at GGSDaycare at GGSDaycare at GGS    
It’s up and running!!! Call 
Kelly Fellhoelter at 785-
953-0868 if you have any 

questions.  
 
 



 
Board Elections Board Elections Board Elections Board Elections November 7, November 7, November 7, November 7, 

2017201720172017    

Board members whose position term 
ends at the end of December are 
Brian Beckman, Loren Stephens and 
Jody Beckman.  
Loren Stephens, Jody Beckman and 
Kris Vollbracht have filed for the 
board positions.   
Elections will be held on November 
7, 2017.   
 

 
Tyra, Isabella and Anna celebrate a 

point against WaKeeney.  
 

 
Jordyn and Karoline look on as 
Jaidlyn bumps the ball for a pass.  

 
 

1st Grade celebrates 
Johnny Appleseed 

Day 
 
 
 
 
 

Trenten cuts up 
apples 

 
Bailynn and Italy help turn the apples into  

applesauce for snack.   



 

October 2017 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 2 
 
GMS Sports 
Pictures 12:45  

3 
HS CC @ 
Hoxie 4:30 
 
HS VB WKLL 
Tri. @ Weskan 
4:00 
 

 

4 
 
Body Venture 
@ Hoxie KG-5

th
 

9am  
 

5 
MS VB & FB 
Northern Valley 
@ Almena 
4:00/6:00 
 
 

6 
School Pictures 
Homecoming 
Parade 2:00 
HS FB Pawnee 
Heights @ 
Home 7:00 
 
 

7 
HS VB Scott City 
Inv. @ 9 
 
Homecoming 
Dance 8pm 
 
5

th
 Grade VB 

Tour. GMS  

8 9 
 

MS VB & FB 
Logan @ 
Damar 
4:00/5:30 

10 
 
HS VB 
Dighton Quad 
@ Dighton 
4pm 

11 
 
 

12 
HS VB Tour. 
@ WHS & 
GMS 3pm 
 
HS CC 
Wheatland 
3pm 

13 
 
HS FB Golden 
Plains @ Home 
7pm 

14 
 
HS VB Tour. 
@ Brewster 
10am 
  

15 16 

 
Board Meeting 
USD 291 @ 7 

 

17 
 
VB Varsity 
Tour. Quad 
@ GMS 4 (Not 
our teams) 
 
Flu Shots 
2pm 

18 
 
 

19 
End of 1

st
 Nine 

Weeks 
 
MS WKLL VB 
Tour. GMS & 
WHS 

20 
 
Teacher In-
Service 
 
HS FB Playoff 
Game  

21 
 
HS CC 
Regional TBA 
 
HS VB Sub-
State TBA 

22 
 

23 
HS Scholars 
Bowl Palco JV 
@ Palco 4 
 
MS Scholars 
Bowl @ Golden 
Plains 4 

24 25 
 
Gifted Seminar 
NKESC 

26 
 
HS FB Sub 
State  

27 
 
HS VB State @ 
FHSU TBA 

28 
 
HS CC State  
 
HS VB State @ 
FHSU TBA 

29 30 
 
HS Scholars 
Bowl Golden 
Plains @ 
Rexford 4pm 

31 
Preschool 
Parade 9:00 
 
K-4 Costume 
Parade 2:00 
 
Parties 3:15 

    

 



October Breakfast/Lunch  2017 
 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday  

 
 

2 
Sausage Pancake 
on a Stick 
 
 
Pulled Pork 
Sandwich, Baked 
Beans, Pickle Spear 
and Fruit 

3 
Mini Donuts 
 
 
 
Taco Salad, Refried 
Beans, Rice and 
Fruit 

4 
Breakfast Pizza 
 
 
 
Hot Ham and 
Cheese Sandwich, 
Salad, Cooked 
Carrots and Fruit 

5 
Mini Bagel 
 
 
 
Sausage and 
Gravy, Biscuits, Tri 
Tater, Corn, Fruit 
and Yogurt 

6 
Scrambled Eggs 
 
 
 
Chicken Nuggets, 
French Fries, 
Broccoli and Fruit 

 

 9 
Biscuit and Honey 
 
 
 
Cowboy Cavatini, 
Peas, Fresh Carrots 
and Fruit 

10 
Ham, Egg and 
Cheese Bar 
 
 
Chicken Quesadilla 
Pizza, Refried 
Beans, Salad and 
Fruit 

11 
Waffle Sticks 
 
 
 
Taco Burger, Corn, 
Tater Tots and Fruit 

12 
Peanut Butter and 
Jelly Sandwich 
 
Chicken and 
Noodle, Mashed 
Potatoes, Green 
Beans, Fruit and 
Roll 

13 
Long Johns 
 
 
 
Sloppy Joe on a 
Bun, Chips, Baked 
Beans and Fruit 

 

 16 
Honey Cinnamon 
Bun 
 
 
BBQ Rib Sandwich, 
Okra, French Fries 
and Fruit 

17 
Biscuits and Gravy 
 
 
 
Corn Dog, Tri Tater, 
Fresh Carrots and 
Fruit 

18 
French Toast Sticks 
 
 
 
Tater Tot Casserole, 
Green Beans, 
Broccoli, Fruit and 
Roll 

19 
Glazed Donut 
 
 
 
Crispitos, Refried 
Beans, Peas and 
Fruit 

20 
 
 
NO SCHOOL 

 
 

 23 
Cinnamon Toast 
 
 
 
Hot Dog and Bun, 
Tater Tots, Celery 
and Fruit 

24 
Sausage Pancake 
on a Stick 
 
 
Taco Soup, Green 
Beans, Tortilla 
Chips, Fruit and Roll 

25 
Muffins 
 
 
 
Goulash, Salad, 
Cooked Carrots and 
Fruit 

26 
Mini Bagel 
 
 
 
Cheeseburger and 
Bun, Baked Beans, 
Potato Wedges and 
Fruit 

27 
Biscuits and Honey 
 
 
 
Fried Chicken, 
Mashed Potatoes, 
Corn, Stuffing and 
Fruit 

 
 

 30 
Mini Donuts 
 
 
 
Burritos, Broccoli, 
Refried Beans and 
Fruit 

31 
Bubble Bread 
 
 
 
Wrapped Mummies, 
Witch Fingers, Bug 
Eyes and Eyeballs 

    

  

Milk and fruit are 
served with each 
breakfast. 
 
 
 

  All lunches are 
served with milk.  

 
 Middle School 

students can choose 
a sandwich instead 
of the main entree 

 
 

USDA is an equal 
opportunity 
provider and 

employer. 

 

 

 



If you do not wish to receive this newsletter, please call Melissa at 824-3277 to be removed 
from the mailing list. 

 

Treven Humphries #84 reaches for the pass thrown by Trey Vincent #16 against the Golden 
Plains Bulldogs.  The Thunderhawks won 44-14 

  
 

USD 291 does not discriminate on the basis of sex, race, color, national origin, handicap, or age in admission or access 
to, or treatment or employment in, its programs or activities.  Any questions regarding the board’s compliance with 
Title VI, Title IX, or 504 may be directed to Mr. Gary Kraus, including information about the existence and location of 

services, activities and facilities that are accessible to and useable by disabled persons. 
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